‘The Sao Fairy Tale

There was once, in the country of Alifbay, a sad city. The saddest of cities, a

city so ruinously sad that it had forgotten its name. It stood by a mournful sea
full of glumfish, which were so miserable to eat that they made people belch
with melancholy even though the skies were blue.

In the north of the sad city stood mighty factories in which (so I'm told) sadness
was actually manufactured, packaged and sent all over the world, which never
seemed to get enough of it. Black smoke poured out of the chimneys of the
sadness factories and hung over the city like bad news.

And in the depths of the city, beyond an old zone of ruined buildings that looked
like broken hearts, there lived a happy young fellow named...”

[*This is the opening to Salman Rushdie’s novel Faroud and the Sea of Stories.]

Your task is to complete this tale. Your only conditions are that it follow the
structure and purpose of a fairy tale, that it reach some sort of satisfactory
resolution, that it be original, and that it be written with children as the
primary, though not necessarily only, audience.

Listen to or read on your own the first two parts of Bruno Bettelheim’s
introduction to The Uses of Enchantment. You may find the pdf of the

document here:

https://docs.gooqgle.com/document/d/1GVKTG-LQOfxgQQnRcrU5zbLNV6 RabcHW4X1x37PD1g/edit?usp
=sharing

You can also find an oral reading of this introduction in two parts on my

YouTube channel here:

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVYPhDhtTCGLr 2kPLVaJell2ueLQCmPS&si=KMSuX oNHBcChSOn

Please consider subscribing to the channel as it will pay some benefits
later in the course this semester.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GVkTG-LQ0fxgQQnRcrU5zbLNV6_Ra6cHW4X1x37PD1g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GVkTG-LQ0fxgQQnRcrU5zbLNV6_Ra6cHW4X1x37PD1g/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvYPhDhtTCGLr_2kPLVaJel12ueLQCmPS&si=KMSuX_oNHBcChS0n

Goals for this Exercise

e Gauge student knowledge of the fairy tale genre

e Reinfroduce some practical writing skills and sentence crafting.

o Students may begin the exercise by deconstructing the opening
sentences used by Rushdie.

o The idea of a cumulative sentence

o The idea of pace and rhythm

e Students begin by learning the function of fairy tales as put forth by
Bruno Bettelheim. The first step is to construct meaning from a
particularly dense text.

e Engage students in a puzzle like exercise where they must create a
coherent workable story from an actual published beginning. And,
that construction is successful if the provided criteria are met. Later
this story can be used in other projects like constructing a video
version using an Al tool.



