
Imagery 
 
Imagery refers to the use of language to give a reader a 
deeper, clearer representation of an idea, a person, a belief 
or other important message needing to be conveyed. It is 
through the reader’s mind’s eye that the image is 
interpreted and understood. Because of this, images are 
carefully selected by the poet for greatest impact and 
understanding. 
 
To use imagery is to put figurative language within and 
throughout the poem to attempt to represent an action, 
idea, or object in order to enhance or encourage a reader’s 
empathetic response to the situation.  
 
Imagery can be used to appeal to any of a readers’ senses. 
And it is often through the use of imagery that the reader 
can reach a connotative understanding of the poet’s 
intent. Imagery rarely stands alone, often needing the 
assistance of other figures of speech such as metaphor, 
simile, personification, sound and others to clearly 
connect a reader to the object the image is implying. 

 


