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Exploring the Narcissism of Shakespeare’s Villains 
 

Reflecting on the five Shakespearean villains presented in class, 
make a case that two of these figures do or do not exhibit 
enough narcissistic symptoms to be identified as suffering from 
Narcissistic personality disorder​.​ ​(Click on the link to access the Mayo Clinic) 

 
You may choose any two of the villains to consider. Your evidence as you 
evaluate whether they suffer from this personality disorder will come 
from the details and actions described in the plot overview (as well as the 
plot summaries provided to you in class) and evidence from the three key 
speeches which you will read and interpret for indications of the disorder. 
 
Create a scale of narcissism and identify how the two compare. You will 
find the Mayo Clinics list of symptoms commonly exhibited by the 
narcissistic personality on the back of this instruction sheet. 
 
Finally, for both men, explain whether or not you think the narcissistic 
tendencies are the direct cause of the villainous behavior by these men. 
Which is the most dangerous in your view? 
 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/narcissistic-personality-disorder/symptoms-causes/syc-20366662
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